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Dr. Carl Aagesen, 77, of Santa Maria, California, passed away on April 7,
2018, at Loma Linda Medical Center, California. He was born August 22,
1940, in Hampton, Iowa. Carl graduated from COMS Medical School in Des
Moines. He then served two years in the Army Medical Corp during the
Vietnam War. Following his service, Carl took his Psychiatric residency at Mt.
Sinai Medical Center, Chicago. His fellowship was at Rush Presbyterian St.
Luke's Medical Center in Chicago. Carl was commended as a fellow of the
American Psychiatric Association. Carl is survived by his devoted and loving
wife, Norma; two grandsons, Keith and Michael; son-in-law Ian and his fiancé
Teresa. He has a cousin John Aagesen of Ames, Iowa, and cousins Marjorie
and Linda. Also, dear friends Ross and Ann Ruth of Santa Maria, as well as
his many co-workers and friends he had made in Santa Maria. Carl is
preceded in death by his daughter, Lisa. Carl was known for his enjoyment of
the finer things in life; fast cars, the arts, motorcycles, fine wines and dining,
and traveling in style - not to mention his love of rock and roll. Retirement was
never in his plans and he worked till his health failed. Carl truly loved life.
Memorials may be directed to the American Lung Association. Dr. Carl Arthur
Aagesen III From a small Iowa town, to cosmopolitan physician, Carl enjoyed
a full and diverse life. Born in Hampton, Iowa, at the beginning of WWII, he
was a high achiever who left school early to study his passion, medicine. His
medical school training in the field of osteopathy, and later specializing in
psychiatry, provided him with the skills to help troubled souls across the U.S.



and beyond its borders. A man of diverse interests, Carl embraced life in all of
its forms. He and Norma married young, and raised their daughter Lisa, and
together embarked upon a lifetime of adventure, which saw them travel the
globe. High school football player, pilot, scuba diver, skier, cyclist, devoted
husband and father, the family lived and loved life, with Carl wanting to see as
much of the country as he could. His career, coupled with itchy feet took the
family all over the mid-west, to the south ending up on the California coast,
where he and Norma first met and fell in love. Never losing interest in his
career or concern for his patients, he went from young intern to Army flight
surgeon during the Vietnam conflict, to successful psychiatrist who was
recognized by being commended as a fellow of the American Psychiatric
Association, one of the highest honors in his field. One of his great passions
was that of aiding military veterans, who he regarded as heroes. Retirement
was never in his plans, his hand forced only by a frustrating and recent
disability. Carl was not always one for conformity, and the family often joked
about his colorful character, saying "he had caught it from his patients". Often
unorthodox in life, his methods earned him the respect of his peers, fear of
adversaries and a secure knowledge of his beliefs, which often ran contrary to
the mainstream. Carl was known for his enjoyment of the finer things in life,
fast cars, the arts, motorcycles, fine wines and dining, and traveling in style,
not to mention his love of rock and roll. He and Norma saw much of this
planet, most of the U.S., and visiting Europe, Australia, The Great Wall of
China, and as he pursued his diving interests, South America, the famous
Truk Lagoon and Bali to name but a few. Never one to shy from a challenge,
on one of his trips he volunteered to give life sustaining care to one of the
victims of the Bali night club bombing on a commercial flight back to the U.S.
The world lost some of its color last Saturday. Norma lost her partner and love
of her life, Michael and Keith lost their grandpa, the family lost its patriarch
and medicine lost a great contributor. They don't make them like that
anymore. Carl Arthur Aagesen...you made a difference, you can rest now.
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