Clarene Marie Backer
August 5, 1948 - March 27, 2026

Clarene Backer, 77, of Greene, passed away at her home Friday, March 27,
2026.

Funeral services will be held 10:30 a.m., Wednesday, April 1, 2026, at St.
Peter Lutheran Church in Greene. Burial will be at Rose Hill Cemetery,
Greene. Visitation will be 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, at Woodley Funeral
Home in Greene. Woodley Funeral Home and Crematory is caring for Carene
and her family.

Clarene Marie Backer was born on August 5, 1948, in Mason City, the
daughter of William Jr. and Leona (Andersen) Verhelst. She attended Holy
Family and Newman Catholic School and later attended NIACC.

On June 17, 1972, Clarene was united in marriage to Roger Dean Backer at
St. Joeseph Catholic Church in Mason City. They made their home in Greene,
raising two sons: Ben and Joe, and farmed together throughout their
marriage.

Clarene worked at Nielsen Survey Company prior to her marriage. She later
worked for Fox River Mills in Osage and drove school bus for Greene and
North Butler Schools for many years. She also owned and operated a
wholesale fish shop called “Something Fishy” for several years.



In addition, she ran the family farm, where they raised various animals such
as sheep and goats, Clarene also bred Border Collies and English Shepherds.

Her children and grandchildren were the center of her life. She was a 4H
leader for more than 20 years and especially enjoyed helping children show
their animals. A devoted member of St. Peter Lutheran Church, she served
several terms on the church council and taught Bible School while the
Catholic and Lutheran Churches combined their programs.

Clarene is survived by her husband of 53 years, Roger; her sons, Ben (Jenny)
Backer and Joe Backer; her grandchildren, Haily, Carter and Cooper Backer,
all of Greene; her sisters, Christine Whipple and Mary Rasmusson; as well as
many cousins and nieces and nephews.

She is preceded by her parents, brother Bill and sister Nancy.



Cemetery Details

Rose Hill Cemetery - Greene

11381 Lodge Ave
Greene, |IA 50636

Previous Events
Visitation

MAR 31. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Greene - Woodley Funeral Home
519 N 1St St

Greene, |IA 50636

(641) 823-4457

Funeral service

APR 1. 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM (CT)

St Peter Lutheran Church
324 E Traer St
Greene, |IA 50636



Tribute Wall

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Clarene Marie Backer.

March 31 at 12:21 PM

Alissha Ames purchased the Gracious Lavender
Basket for the family of Clarene Marie Backer.

Alissha Ames - March 31 at 11:50 AM

The Whipple Family purchased the Blue Caribbe
an Bouquet for the family of Clarene Marie
Backer.

The Whipple Family - March 31 at 09:11 AM

The Whipple Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Clarene Marie
Backer.

The Whipple Family - March 31 at 09:11 AM


https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Clarene Marie Backer.

March 30 at 04:43 PM

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Clarene Marie Backer.

March 29 at 02:43 PM


https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

