
David Leon Martin
September 19, 1941 - May 13, 2024

David Leon Martin passed away peacefully on Monday, May 13, 2024, at
Good Shepherd, Inc. in Mason City. Visitation for David will be held Sunday,
May 19, 2024, from 5-7pm at Woodley Funeral Home in Thornton with
memorial services Monday, May 20, 2024, at 10:30am at the United Methodist
Church in Thornton. Woodley Funeral Home and Crematory of Thornton is
caring for David and his family. 

 

David was born on September 19, 1941, to Robert W. and Ethel Martin of
Ames, Iowa. He graduated from Ames High School in 1960 where he was
active in track and field, medaling in the high jump at the State Track Meet.
After high school he served in the Army for two years and was honorably
discharged. He met and married Kathryn Wells; two children were born, Robb
and Shannon. They later divorced. 

 

David enjoyed working a full 20 years for the Iowa DOT and during that time
he found his way to Pronto in Thornton, Iowa, where he met and fell in love
with Kay Muhlenbruch. The two were married on April 22, 2000, and they
resided in Ames until David retired from the Iowa DOT. They moved to ‘God’s
Country’ (Thornton, Iowa) in 2004 so they could be closer to family and to golf!
After the move, David worked for NIACOG driving bus for numerous special
‘friends’. He also enjoyed countless rounds on the golf course with his friends,
family, and especially his wife and grandsons. Before his move to Good



Shepherd, his DARN grandsons shared ‘one last shot’, along with many
laughs and a few tears, as well as hearing Gramp’s favorite stories about each
one of them. 

David and Kay spent many hours between the golf course, cheering on the
Iowa State Cyclones, day trips around the state, and more so recently,
enjoying the birds and wildlife on their back deck. They were the true definition
of unconditional love. 

 

David is survived by his wife Kay Martin, daughter Michele (Matt) Smuck, son
Robert T. Martin, daughter Shannon (Louie) Rivero, grandsons Derek
(Morgan) Smuck, Andrew Smuck, Ryan (Madisyn Heller) Smuck and Noah
(Mikayla Paul) Smuck, great-grandsons Cooper and Cohen Smuck, sister-in-
law Nancy Payton (Tom Ward), brother-in-law Brian (Pam) Muhlenbruch,
sister Karen Garrison, niece Kelly Simmons and nephew Steven Garrison,
brother Ernest Martin, along with several nieces and nephews who he loved
dearly. He was preceded in death by his parents, brothers Dr. Thomas F.
Martin, Richard Martin, Donald Martin, mother-in-law Adeline Muhlenbruch,
brother-in-law Ronald Payton, and niece Laura Payton.



Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 19. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Thornton - Woodley Funeral Home
107 N 2Nd St
Thornton, IA 50479
(641) 998-2311

Celebration Of Life

MAY 20. 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM (CT)

Thornton United Methodist Church
404 Maple Street
Thornton, IA 50479



Tribute Wall

Mary
Greene

SR

Woodley Funeral Home and Crematory - May 20, 2024 at 05:49 PM

Woodley Funeral Home and Crematory created a Webcast in
memory of David Leon Martin

Mary Greene - May 23, 2024 at 08:43 PM

Mary Greene lit a candle in memory of David
Leon Martin

Shannon Martin Rivero - May 18, 2024 at 04:34 PM

3 files added to the album Memories
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Shannon Martin Rivero - May 17, 2024 at 06:50 PM

37 files added to the album Memories

Shannon Martin Rivero - May 17, 2024 at 04:23 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Shannon Martin Rivero - May 17, 2024 at 04:21 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall
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Shannon Martin Rivero - May 17, 2024 at 04:19 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Shannon Martin Rivero - May 17, 2024 at 04:18 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Shannon Martin Rivero - May 17, 2024 at 04:16 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall
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Shannon Martin Rivero - May 17, 2024 at 04:14 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Grant & Lana Greene - May 15, 2024 at 09:36 PM

Grant & Lana Greene purchased the Simply Eleg
ant Spathiphyllum for the family of David Leon
Martin.

Grant Greene - May 15, 2024 at 09:17 PM

It was 61 years ago that David said "hey Butch, you want to go on a
double date with me and my girl friend and her cousin?" I was in
10th grade and so was Lana. We will have been married for 56
years on May 18th all thanks to David. God bless your family and
David you will be truly missed!
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Shannon Rivero - May 16, 2024 at 05:27 PM

That's always a great story.

https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


Kay Anderson - May 14, 2024 at 05:39 PM

Dear Family - I worked with David at the Iowa DOT and enjoyed
every moment of it. David had a great sense of humor, and a
winning smile. David was a very kind man. I will pray for you. You
will be missed David. 
 
Kay Anderson


