David M. Thornton

April 28, 1933 - December 15, 2020

David M. Thornton, 87, of lowa Falls, passed away Tuesday, December 15,
2020 at Scenic Manor. A funeral service for the immediate family only will be
held on Friday, December 18, 2020 at the First United Methodist Church in
lowa Falls. The service may be viewed on the lowa Falls UMC Facebook
page at 9:00 AM on Friday. Woodley Funeral Home and Cremation Services
of lowa Falls is caring for Dave and his family.

David Monroe Thornton was a blessing to this world. He was born April 28,
1933 to Gurney Monroe and Lou Reba (Faris) Thornton. He was born in the
house his grandparents built and his mother and father's place until Lou Reba
passed in 1997. He loved visiting this house and telling his kids stories about
growing up in New Providence, lowa.

David grew up repairing engines and anything he could get his hands on. He
built and raced soapbox derby cars in 1947 and 1948, winning his class in
Marshalltown, lowa. David graduated from New Providence school. After high
school, he enlisted in the Air Force and was trained on jet engine repair for the
B47 bomber at Lackland Air Force base in San Antonio, Texas. Upon
returning from the Air Force, he helped his mother after his father's untimely
death, Gurney Monroe Thornton. On July 31, 1955 David eloped with his high
school sweetheart and nursing student Marilynn May Runyan. They were
married in Albert Lea, Minnesota. In those days, nursing students could not



get married, but David and Marilynn could not wait.

David and Marilynn moved to lowa Falls and started their family (Mark, Dan,
and Teresa). His family would be the focus of his life. David enjoyed fishing
and loved to take his kids and grandchildren on fishing trips. He loved to bait
the hooks and laugh and cry with the kids when the fish was big and flopping
around in the boat. He loved to take the grandchildren on trips in his motor
home, including a trip up the east coast from North Carolina to Maine. Some
of the grand children's favorite memories were rides in the lawn tractor wagon,
grilling weenies with BBQ sauce, building woodworking projects, playing card
games and making delicious pancake breakfasts.

David tried different careers, but the jobs he liked most were working at
automotive shops, including Hough Motor Co in Eldora, Maynard's Garage in
New Providence and Dick Terveer's Gas Station in lowa Falls.

David had a fantastic ability to understand mechanical and electrical devices,
and in 1959 was approached to work for lowa Electric (I.E.) Light and Power,
where he began a 33-year career. He would tell stories about tornados, snow
and ice storms, and the brotherhood of being around men who kept cities
warm in winter and cool in the summer. David's kids loved to climb around on
the "Hi-Ranger" trucks and pretend to be "Linemen." David retired from, |.E.,
in 1991. Upon retirement from, |.E., he began a second career as a licensed
electrician. He started a house wiring business, T&T Enterprises, with fellow
lineman and friend, Eugene "Tis" Tystahl.

After retiring from his second career, David and Marilynn purchased a
motorhome and toured the country. Outside of visits to see kids and

grandkids, his most cherished trip was to Alaska.

David is survived by his wife of 65 years, Marilynn, of lowa Falls, lowa; sons,



Mark (Kim) Thornton of Rochester, Minnesota and Dan Thornton (fiancée
Cheri Rinke) of Carrollton, Texas; daughter, Teresa (John) Prendergast of
Greensboro, North Carolina; grandchildren, Brant (Elizabeth) Thornton of
Rochester, Minnesota, Kirk Thornton of Minneapolis, Minnesota, Callie (Leo)
Hansen of Chicago, lllinois, Emma Thornton of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,
Caila Prendergast of Washington, D.C., Anne Prendergast of Washington,
D.C. and David Prendergast of Greensboro, North Carolina. He was preceded
in death by his parents. David's granddaughter, Callie, is expecting the
family's first great-granddaughter in April. David is the only person who has
been entrusted with knowing the new baby's name.

In lieu of flowers, those planning an expression of sympathy may wish to
consider memorials to the family.



Tribute Wall

We only met a few times but | remember being amazed at his
knowledge of all things mechanical. Worked as groundman on a
couple of storm outages and he was one that never had a big head
being an electric ace. Rest in peace my brother in arms. Thanks for
your service to my country. Sincerely, Don Tucker( gas mechanic
retired Knoxville )

Don tucker - February 02, 2021 at 11:21 PM

Marilynn and family, we are so sorry to her of Dave’s passing.
Neighbors years ago; Crescent Drive won't be the same. Dave was
one of the good guys and will be missed.

Jim and Judy Barhite - December 18, 2020 at 10:41 PM

I haven't a clue where | should begin to thank the Thornton Family
for their friendship. My fondness memories are traveling as a group
to Shakey's Pizza. Mark and | (and Dan when we would let him) sat
on the floor in the back of the van. WITHOUT SEAT BELTS! You
can't get by with that now. Also, the vacation trips to Minnesota. We
would stay in the cabins up there and Dave would take us fishing
and skiing. | dearly miss the Thornton Family's company and hope
to sit down with them once again and enjoy a couple cups of coffee
sometime. | always enjoyed Dave's smile and his laugh. | will miss
him.

Ken Godsell - December 18, 2020 at 03:51 PM



Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of David M. Thornton.

December 18, 2020 at 02:39 PM
We are so saddened and sorry for your loss. Please know your
entire family is in our thoughts and prayers.
Dave Johnson (Kratos Antenna Solutions)

Dave Johnson - December 17, 2020 at 10:00 PM

142 files added to the album LifeTributes

Woodley Funeral Home and Crematory - December 17, 2020 at 08:08 PM


https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Dear Marilynn | wish | could reach out and give you a long hug.
David was such an amazing man. | will cherish all the times we sat
visiting after | was done cleaning. All the years of working for you
two really was not working at all it was building a wonderful
friendship with two of the best people | will ever know. God Bless To
you and your Family

I will miss you David$p

sharon hand - December 17, 2020 at 07:00 PM
What a special man he was. It's hard to believe he's gone. | wish we
could be there with all of you to celebrate his life and reminisce
about all the fun times we had together.
Debbie (and Mike) Murray

Debbie Murray - December 17, 2020 at 04:16 PM

Rose Romanesque Bouquet was purchased for
the family of David M. Thornton.

December 17, 2020 at 04:06 PM

Doug, Mary & Nick Partridge purchased the Beau
tiful in Blue for the family of David M. Thornton.

Doug, Mary & Nick Partridge - December 17, 2020 at 03:24 PM


https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1449&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1449&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

His was a life well lived.

gladyce lathrop - December 17, 2020 at 11:35 AM

Mike and | always enjoyed being with Dave and Marilyn! What a
special couple!§Q J,,

Celene & Mike Anderson - December 16, 2020 at 08:43 PM

Such fond memories of Dave and Marilyn when we lived in lowa
Falls. Heartfelt sympathy to you Marilyn. Much love. Rick and
Jennie Dawson

Jennie Dawson - December 16, 2020 at 03:51 PM

thoughts and Prayers are with you in your loss. Very special couple!
Greta Cordes

Greta Cordes - December 17, 2020 at 08:26 AM

A great friend and mentor. Dave Dennis.

Dave Dennis - December 17, 2020 at 02:30 PM



