
Gary Luther Younge
June 18, 1939 - April 28, 2026

Gary Luther Younge, age 86, went to be with his Lord on April 28, 2026, at
Sheffield Care Center. 

 

Gary was born on June 18, 1939, to Margaret (Oelkers) and Luther Younge in
rural Sheffield, Iowa and lived in Thornton, Iowa, most of his life. He was a
lifetime member of Richland Lutheran Church, Thornton, Iowa, where he was
baptized and confirmed. He graduated from Thornton High School in 1957
and attended Bethany Lutheran College upon graduation. As a young man he
was employed by the Farmer’s Co-op in Thornton and then began his career
in banking at First State Bank in Thornton from where he retired after many
years as President, CEO and Chairman of the Board. 

 

Gary joined the Iowa National Guard, was commissioned as a 1st Lieutenant
and he was Honorably discharged on August 25, 1969. He also served on the
Thornton Town Council for many years and was a member of the Thornton
Lions. He was on the board of directors of the Iowa Bankers and Insurances
Services for many years. 

He was an avid fisherman spending 32 years on Leech Lake and 13 years at
Cass Lake in his summer homes. He was a member of Pleasant Valley Golf
Club. 

 



In 1965, he was married to Bonnie Poohl in Mason City and they celebrated
their 60th wedding anniversary. 

 

He is survived by his wife Bonnie, a son, Michael Younge, Thornton, and a
daughter, Kimberley Younge, Scottsdale, Ariz. Granddaughter, Chandler
Holsapple of Scottsdale, Ariz; great granddaughter Londyn, brother, Ron
(Mary) of Mankato, Minn; sisters, Mary (Al) Hansen of Aberdeen, So Dakota
and Barbara Younge of Rochester, Minn; sister-in-law, Lona Younge of
Hampton, IA; Sharon Ryg of Clear Lake, IA; Delores Poohl of Osage, IA and
many nieces and nephews. 

 

Gary is preceded in death by his parents and brother, Robert and sister and
brother-in-law, Shirley and Larry Bayless, and brother-in-law Roger Poohl. 

 

A memorial service will be held at 10:30 a.m. on May 2, 2026, at Richland
Lutheran Church, 300 Elm Street in Thornton, Iowa with Rev. Caleb Helman
officiating. Visitation will be at Woodley Funeral home in Thornton, from 4-6:00
p.m. on May 1, 2026. 

The family requests (As per Gary’s wishes) that memorials be given to
Younge Scholarship fund at Bethany Lutheran College, 700 Luther Dr.
Mankato, Minn. 56001, or Sheffield Care Center. 

 

Many thanks to the Shefield Care Center and Mercy Hospice for all the loving
care given to Gary. 

Woodley Funeral Home of Thornton is caring for Gary and his family.



Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 1. 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM (CT)

Thornton - Woodley Funeral Home
107 N 2Nd St
Thornton, IA 50479
(641) 998-2311

Memorial Service

MAY 2. 10:30 AM (CT)

Richland Lutheran Church
300 Elm St
Thornton, IA 50479-7711
(952) 607-1293
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Helen Low - May 02 at 08:40 PM

Bonnie and Michael, was sorry to hear about 
 Gary's passing. We enjoyed knowing him when

we lived in Thornton. We can understand your
feelings since Mike just passed away. We send
our thoughts and prayers to you both. 
Helen, Michele and Chris Low

Drew Bayless - May 02 at 02:46 PM

May the comfort and hope of Jesus and His resurrection be with you
all at this time and forever. Drew and Ashley Bayless (and family)

Joyce Richmond - April 30 at 11:15 AM

Phil and I always enjoyed our visits with Gary at Cass Lake. He was
a great neighbor and friend. My thoughts and prayers go out to
Bonnie and the family. 

 Joyce Richmond

- - April 30 at 11:05 AM

- purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the
family of Gary Luther Younge.

https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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And Courtney, Alex and Austin Rogen - April 29 at 08:58 PM

And Courtney, Alex and Austin Rogen purchased
the Serene Retreat for the family of Gary Luther
Younge.

And Courtney, Alex and Austin Rogen - April 29 at 08:58 PM

And Courtney, Alex and Austin Rogen planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Gary Luther Younge.

Leonard, Pat,Mark, Katie, Warren, Roxane - April 29 at 06:30
PM

Leonard, Pat,Mark, Katie, Warren, Roxane
purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the
family of Gary Luther Younge.

Jodi Vosburgh - April 29 at 01:36 PM

You will be dearly missed,its been an honor to
care for you and be greeted with a great smile
everyday..God bless you and your
family..many prayers 

 Jodi vosburgh 2nd shift cna/cma

https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

