
Jimmy Rodger Rule
October 25, 1937 - March 25, 2024

Jimmy Rodger Rule was born on October 25, 1937, in rural Clear Lake, Iowa
the first born of Marvin and Gertrude (Kramer) Rule, and passed away March
25, 2024 at MercyOne Medical Center in Mason City, Iowa. 

 

Jimmy began school in Clear Lake but then moved first to Swaledale, Iowa
and then to rural Thornton, Iowa with his parents and two sisters, Jane and
Nancy. He graduated from Swaledale High School in 1955. He then studied at
Iowa State University where he received a bachelor’s degree in vocational
agriculture upon his graduation in 1959. 

 

After graduation from Iowa State, Jimmy entered military service in the army
from which he was honorably discharged to assist his father who had suffered
a heart attack. Later he accepted a position teaching vocational agriculture in
Buffalo Center, Iowa. 

 

On July 20, 1963, Jimmy was united in marriage to Helen Moberg in St. Paul,
Minnesota. After a short time in Swaledale, Jimmy and Helen made their
home on a farm in Nora Springs, Iowa. They grew corn and soybeans and
were farrow to finish pork producers. They raised their two children there. 

 

After leaving farming, they remained on the acreage but began working with
Wycliffe Associates. Jimmy and Helen traveled across the Midwest and Mid-



Atlantic states doing fundraising banquets to increase awareness about
Wycliffe Bible Translators. They moved later to Dallas, Texas where Jimmy
worked as Director of Development for GIAL a linguistic school for Bible
translators. Retirement brought them to West Des Moines, Iowa to be closer
to family. 

Helen passed on December 21, 2019 and Jimmy moved to Pella, Iowa the
following November, after suffering an injury from a fall. Jimmy lived with his
daughter, Jeanne, and her family until late December 2023 when he moved to
the Sheffield Care Center. He remained there until having to be admitted to
MercyOne Medical Center. 

 

Jimmy is preceded in death by his parents, Marvin and Gertrude, his wife,
Helen and a brother-in-law, Jim Clark. 

 

Jimmy is survived by his daughter: Jeanne (Lonnie) Lanferman of Pella and
their children, Jacob (Julia), Mikala, Rebekah, and Rachel; son: Scott (Lisa)
Rule of Chillicothe, MO and their children, Libby and Emma; sisters: Jane
Clark and Nancy ((Jesse) Rhoads. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to Hope Ministries in Des
Moines, Iowa. 

 

A funeral service will be held at 11:00 a.m. with a one-hour prior visitation on
Saturday, March 30, 2024, at Woodley Funeral Home in Hampton. Reverend
William Tvedt will be officiating with burial to follow at Pleasant Valley
Cemetery in Swaledale. Woodley Funeral Home of Sheffield is caring for
Jimmy and his family.



Cemetery Details

Pleasant Valley Township Cemetery

Corner of 130th Street & Jonquil Ave
Swaledale, IA 50477

Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 30. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Hampton - Woodley Funeral Home
306 Central Ave. East
Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 456-3232

Funeral service

MAR 30. 11:00 AM (CT)

Hampton - Woodley Funeral Home
306 Central Ave. East
Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 456-3232
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Woodley Funeral Home and Crematory - March 29, 2024 at 12:37 PM

Woodley Funeral Home and Crematory created a Tribute Video in
memory of Jimmy Rodger Rule

Todd Schemper - April 04, 2024 at 04:39 PM

Thankful for Jim and Helen. They were great neighbors next door
for us in West Des Moines. Appreciate them and miss them.
Blessed to have known them and done life with them for several
years. Todd and Denise Schemper and family

Kelly Walter - April 02, 2024 at 07:15 AM

Jim worked in development at Dallas International University
(formerly GIAL) when I first started working there. I remember his
ready smile and sense of humor. But more importantly I remember
how he faithfully prayed in our staff prayer times for God to bless
those who were financially partnering with the school. My sincere
condolences to the family. Kelly (and Steve) Walter
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Jubilee Family Church - March 28, 2024 at 10:56 AM

Jubilee Family Church planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Jimmy Rodger
Rule.

March 28, 2024 at 10:56 AM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Jimmy Rodger Rule.

Scott Berthiaume on behalf of GIAL - March 28, 2024 at 09:03
AM

Scott Berthiaume on behalf of GIAL purchased
the Medium Dish Garden for the family of Jimmy
Rodger Rule.

Charles Walek - March 27, 2024 at 09:28 PM

We were privileged to know Jimmy and Helen while they served
with GIAL in Dallas, Texas. We all took a trip to the Andes of Peru,
along with others, to attend a New Testament dedication in 2002.
We have many fond memories of Jimmy and Helen during their
years in Dallas. We miss them both, and were blessed to know
them. Chuck and Vanay Walek

https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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March 27, 2024 at 05:09 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Jimmy Rodger Rule.

https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

