
John "Jack" Richards
December 18, 2017

John "Jack" Richards, 88, of Iowa Falls, passed away Monday, December 18,
2017 at the Hubbard Care Center. Funeral services will be 10:30 am Friday,
December 22, 2017 at the First United Methodist Church in Iowa Falls. Burial
will be at the Union Cemetery. Visitation will be from 5-7 pm on Thursday,
December 21 at the Woodley Funeral Home. Per request of the family, in lieu
of flowers, memorials should be considered to the Jack Richards Math
Scholarship at Ellsworth Community College. Woodley Funeral Home, LLC of
Iowa Falls is caring for Jack and his family. 

 

John Richards was born in 1929 to John F. and Lillian E. Richards in Redfield,
South Dakota. John graduated from Sibley High School in Sibley, Iowa with
the class of 1949. He attended Iowa State Teachers College (UNI) where he
received his Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1951. He was drafted into the United
States Marine Corps in September of 1951 during the Korean War. He
received an honorary discharge September of 1953. He taught high school
mathematics and physics at Corwith, Iowa for three years. He was the
baseball coach there and his team won the State Baseball Championship
against all the big schools. He was very proud of that. John went back to Iowa
State Teachers College and received his Masters of Arts in Education in 1957.
He accepted a position at Ellsworth Community College in Iowa Falls as
Professor of Mathematics in the fall of 1957. He attended two summer school
sessions at New Mexico State, working on his PhD until his wife became ill.



John retired in May of 1990 after teaching at Ellsworth for thirty three years. 
 

John was married to his first wife Onalee in 1952. To this union were born
three children: Thomas, William and Jolene. Onalee passed away in 1974 of
cancer. On July 9, 1983 John and Rita Weiland were married at the First
United Methodist Church in Iowa Falls, Iowa. They were married for 35 years. 

 

John’s hobbies included bowling, golf, coaching Little League Baseball,
woodworking and making beautiful clocks. He also enjoyed putting together
ship and airplane models. After retirement, John and Rita enjoyed travelling
and spending part of the winters in Florida. One of his favorite travels was
going to England twice to take in all the historical sites…especially
Stonehenge. John was a member of the local band called Dow Jones and the
Averages for twenty years and loved playing the valve trombone. Music was
his passion. 

 

John “Jack” Richards is survived by his wife, Rita Richards of Iowa Falls,
Iowa; his sons, Thomas (Cindy) Richards of Raleigh, North Carolina and
William (Anna) Richards of Lakewood, Colorado; a daughter, Jolene (David)
Larson of West Des Moines, Iowa; step-daughter, Cynthia Stewart of Ames,
Iowa; step-son, David (Deanna) Gross of Keller, Texas; brothers in-law, Roger
(Marlys) Weiland of Lake City, Florida, Ray (Mary) Weiland of Rhome, Texas
and Harlan (Avis) Crosswait of Lakeland, Florida; sisters in-law, Ramona (Pat)
Orr of West Palm Beach, Florida, Sandy Weiland of Port St. Lucie, Florida and
Mary Weiland of Nevada, Iowa; grandchildren: Meredith and Jackson
Richards, Alex, Tanya, Zachary, Matthias, Maria and Catherine Larson,
Jonathan and Jared Gross, Audrey and Rachel Caudill, Donald (Sami) and
Witney Beebe, Emily and Nicholas Stewart as well as four great-grandchildren
and many nieces and nephews. John was preceded in death by his parents;
his first wife; a sister in-law, Mary Richards; brother, Robert Richards and
brothers in-law: Robert, Ronald, Roland, Keith and Kenneth Weiland.





Cemetery Details

Union Cemetery

Iowa Falls, IA 50126

Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 21. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Iowa Falls - Woodley Funeral Home
516 S. Oak Street
Iowa Falls, IA 50126
(641) 648-7700

Service

DEC 22. 10:30 AM (CT)

First United Methodist Church
619 Main Street
Iowa Falls, IA 50126
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Suzanne Budde Campbell - December 27, 2017 at 01:29 AM

Suzanne Budde Campbell lit a candle in
memory of John "Jack" Richards

Suzanne
Budde

Suzanne Budde Campbell - December 27, 2017 at 01:41 AM

Jack Richards will live in my memory as the wonderful person and
educator who taught me not only Mathematics, but also encouraged
me to be confident of my scholastic abilities. I owe him a debt of
gratitude for the success of my college career, both at Ellsworth, and
Iowa State. Mr. Richards will be missed, and he will be fondly
remembered.

Woodley Funeral Home and Crematory - December 21, 2017 at 03:29 PM

105 files added to the album LifeTributes
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Darla J Kalous - December 20, 2017 at 09:48 PM

My love and prayers go out to Rita and her
family. I have so enjoyed talking to Rita
through our Circle of Care program at First
United Methodist in Iowa Falls. I will continue
my calls to Rita each month, continue to
worship with her at the Wednesday services and have truly gained a
wonderful friend. Love to you Rita. You are a strong, wonderful lady.
Prayers to you and your family. Jack was a wonderful person.

Darell and Cyndee Eastin - December 19, 2017 at 05:31 PM

Darell and Cyndee Eastin purchased the Sapphir
e Skies Bouquet for the family of John "Jack"
Richards.

Jo La Mar - December 19, 2017 at 02:27 PM

Jo La Mar lit a candle in memory of John
"Jack" Richards

Jo La
Mar

Jo La Mar - December 19, 2017 at 02:30 PM

My dear Rita. I am so sorry. Jack was a great gentle man, and he will
be missed. Love and hugs to you

https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4373&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4373&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4373&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Gwen Groen - December 19, 2017 at 10:53 AM

Rita and family - I'm so sorry to hear of Jack's
passing. He is in a great place and that is a
comfort. I am holding each of you in thought
and prayer. Love, Gwen Groen

December 18, 2017 at 03:16 PM

Sapphire Skies Bouquet was purchased for the
family of John "Jack" Richards.

https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4373&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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