Wilda J. Gilchrist

June 19, 1934 - January 16, 2022

Wilda J. Gilchrist, 87, of Hampton, passed away Sunday, January 16, 2022, at
MercyOne North lowa Hospice in Mason City.

Wilda was born June 19, 1934 in Chicago, lllinois, to Waldo and Violet (Drake)
Williams. Violet passed away on April 1, 1941. Waldo married Anna (Beck) on
May 2, 1942. Wilda graduated from York High School in EImhurst, lllinois in
1952. She graduated from Coe College in Cedar Rapids in June 1956. On
May 19, 1956, she married Lawrence B. Gilchrist in Villa Park, lllinois. After
completing his Air Force Service in Neah Bay, Washington and graduating
from the University of lowa Law School, the family moved to Hampton in
August of 1960.

Wilda was employed by the Hampton-Dumont School District for 29 years as
a secretary and library aide. After retirement she volunteered at the Franklin
County Historical Society and the Hampton Public Library. She was a member
of the Hampton United Methodist Church where she taught Sunday School
and Bible School for a number of years, was church historian, a member of
Leah Circle and Leadership Council. She was also a member of the Franklin
County Historical Society and Acorns of Oaks Mother’s Club. She enjoyed
gardening, knitting, cross-stitch and reading. When her children were younger,
she was a Cub Scout Den Mother and assisted with Girl Scouts.



Wilda is survived by her son, Lawrence W. (Louise) Gilchrist, Hampton;
daughters, Margaret Gilchrist (Derek Heckelsmiller), Belleville, Wisconsin;
Julie (Scott) LaPerre, Plano, Texas; Betsy Koeter, Dripping Springs, Texas;
grandchildren Josh (Jenn) Kenaley, Mt. Vernon, Wisconsin; Mary (Alex)
Paddock, Austin, Texas; Kate (Kevin) Sopha, Lodi, Wisconsin; Ben Gilchrist,
Hampton; Alyssa Koeter, Raeford, North Carolina; Rachel Koeter, Dripping
Springs, Texas; Natalie LaPerre, Chicago, lllinois; and lan LaPerre, Plano,
Texas; great-grandchildren, Addyson Rose and Delaney Mae, Lodi, Wisconsin
and Ewan Alester Paddock, Austin, Texas; sisters-in-law, Barb Williams, Eagle
Point, Oregon; Jane LaRocque, Montreal, Canada, and Sara McPeak,
Englewood, Colorado; and nieces and nephews.

Wilda was preceded in death by her father Waldo, mother Violet, step-mother
Anna, husband Lawrence in 1994, brother Bruce Williams, and in-laws
Lawrence and Genevieve Gilchrist.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to the Hampton United
Methodist Church, Franklin County Historical Society or the Hampton Public
Library.

Funeral services will be held at 1:30 p.m., Friday, January 21, 2022, at the
Hampton United Methodist Church, with burial in the Hampton Cemetery.
Visitation will be held Thursday, January 20, 2022, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00
p.m., at the Counsell Woodley Funeral Home in Hampton.

Wilda’s service will also be available on zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/36701334887?pwd=aklIFRHVKRFNoUHIzRHJkWXQ
zczRwUTO09

Meeting ID: 367 013 3488

Passcode: Wjgil22



The Counsell Woodley Funeral Home of Hampton is caring for Wilda and her
family.



Cemetery Details

Hampton Cemetery

Hampton, IA

Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 20. 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM (CT)

Hampton - Woodley Funeral Home
306 Central Ave. East

Hampton, |A 50441

(641) 456-3232

Service

JAN 21. 1:30 PM (CT)

Hampton United Methodist Church
100 Central Ave E.
Hampton, |A 50441



Tribute Wall

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Wilda J. Gilchrist.

January 20, 2022 at 10:46 PM

Larry, Maggie, Julie and Betsy: | am so sorry for the loss of your
mom. Thinking of her brings back the fondest memories at your
house on Spring Creek Lane. | think the Gilchrist house was my
second home growing up. | still remember her contagious laugh and
smile. | think she had the patience of an angel with all the
neighborhood kids hanging out at your house. | also remember her
writing my name on lunch tickets at school and thinking that I really
liked her handwriting. Your mom raised four very successful
children. | will keep you in my thoughts and prayers.

Beth Vander Wilt - January 20, 2022 at 06:55 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Wilda J. Gilchrist.

January 20, 2022 at 12:01 PM


https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Wilda J. Gilchrist.

January 20, 2022 at 11:45 AM

Our sympathy to you four children in the loss of your mother. So
many memories and so many good times were had with your

parents! We embrace you all.
LeRoy and Jeanne Meyer

Leroy & Jeanne Meyer - January 19, 2022 at 07:25 PM
Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for
the family of Wilda J. Gilchrist.

January 19, 2022 at 05:32 PM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
Wilda J. Gilchrist.

January 19, 2022 at 05:11 PM


https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Wilda J. Gilchrist.

January 18, 2022 at 11:03 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Wilda J. Gilchrist.

January 18, 2022 at 03:39 PM

Philo Hettinger lit a candle in memory of ]
Wilda J. Gilchrist

Philo Hettinger - January 18, 2022 at 09:36 AM

| remember working with Wilda when | was Neighborhood Chairman for
the Girl Scouts in Hampton. Such an amazing woman. My heartfelt
condolences to her children and their families. May her memory be
eternal.

Philo Hettinger - January 18, 2022 at 09:41 AM


https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.woodleyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

